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Casa Velazquez with an exhibition on the
fragility of life "Fragility of the Ancestral

Time"

History and memory enclosed in stone and brick or heritage of rituals and elusive community? About two
ways of treating the past - in art and architecture - tells the unusual exhibition "Fragility of the Ancestral

Time" in Casa Velazquez in the Caribbean Santo Domingo. It is also a bravura display of some of the
hottest names in the world art market.
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The work of Nigerian Olamide Ogunade at the exhibition in Casa Velazquez. Photo by Anna Theiss

Casa Velazquez, Santo Domingo

"Please build a beautiful green patio with a garden for me, and if there is enough
space, then also a couple of rooms around" - such an order, according to urban
legend, was to be placed one of the builders of Santo Domingo, a 16th-century
Spanish settler. Five centuries later, this tradition inspired by the assumptions of
the atrial house is still alive in the old part of the capital of the Dominican
Republic.

The nuclear city center creates houses with lush greenery, cool air without access
to the sea breeze and cold stone walls that watched the birth of a new world.
Today they are buildings that invite you to a specific, slow rhythm of life and rest
in the garden.

The impressive Casa Velazquez with a 20thx2nd century facade, but already
internal walls from the first stage of the founding of the city and not much
younger brick arches, fits into this sequence of matter and rituals of everyday life.
The house with an area of over 4000 square meters is a contemporary luxury
apartment building. A bravura exhibition of painting, photography and textile
prepared by the local curatorial collective Heliconia Project has just been inscribed
in this knot of stories intertwined under one architectural address.

Curators Nicole Bainov and Elsa Maldonaldo Buitron decided not to scatter the
past of Casa Velazquez, but to take a magnifying glass of it and analyze it using the
language of art like an exhibit under a magnifying glass.

Casa Velazquez, Santo Domingo. Photo by Gian Cescon

Exhibition "Fragility of the Ancestral Time"

The exhibition "Fragility of the Ancestral Time" presents the works of four
contemporary artists taking up the themes of memory, history and crafts in their
works: Cecilia Fiona, Clara de Tezanos, Francisca Sosa Lopez and Olamide
Ogunade.

By the way, it's one of the most interesting presentations of what's squeaking in
the world art market in the region - Cecilia Fiona's painting installation has just
been included in the royal collection in Denmark, Francisca Sosa Lopez's works
have been shown in Tate Britain, and collectors queues are lined up after Olamide
Ogundade's canvas.

A large canvas by Franciska Sosa Lopez. Photo by Anna Theiss

As a curatorial collective, we act in dialogue with local communities and existing
institutions and places on the cultural map of Central America. Carefully and
respectfully, supporting the Dominican circulation of art, but also providing the
local audience with a fresh look and showing works that have not been presented
here so far, - says Elsa Maldonaldo Buitron. And Nicole Bainov adds: "The
hallmark of Heliconia Projects is the ability to fit into a cultural context, and at the
same time - to feed it with a new, offensive look at art. The name 'Heliconia
Projects' comes from the heliconia flower, today typical of the Caribbean, but
seven hundred years ago growing mainly in Greece, including Mount Helikon,
which was, after all, the seat of Apollo and the Muses.”

Curators of the exhibition "Fragility of the Ancestral Time", Elsa Maldonaldo Buitron and Nicole Bainov, in the

background a sculpture by Fernando Varela. Photo by Ricardo Enrique

Francisca Sosa Lopez

The central point of the exhibition at Casa Velazquez is a large-format fabric that
in a way recreates the structure and history of the building itself. It is made in the
original technique of tapestonery by Venezuelan artist Franciska Sosy Lopez. The
pieces of dyed cotton fabric combined with each other were covered with acrylic
paint, embroidered with beads, covered with a handwritten drawing. This is how
an abstract, somewhat floral composition based on the contrast of delicate
subdued colors and strong dominants was created.

It is the bricolage of the artist's materials and family stories - in his works
Francisca Sosa Lopez uses scraps of material that have been passed down through
generations of women, combining them with what has the status of waste and
unnecessary: pieces of string, beads; in his works he also uses noble materials such
as mother of pearl. At the same time, the artist uses traditional techniques of
embroidery and crafts of Venezuela. It is the work of Sosa Lopez that seems to set
the dominant "Fragility of the Ancestral Time", but the other presented objects
add several contexts to them.

Work of Franciska Sosy Lopez, detail. Photo by Anna Theiss

Clara de Tezanos

The fascinating spatial installations and photographs of Clara de Tezanos from
Guatemala contain stories about the female heritage and the cyclical nature of
history.

Works by Clara de Tezanos. Photo by Anna Theiss

Cecilia Fiona

Similarly, mystical plots, references to cosmogony can be found in Cecilia Fiona's
super-spectacular canvases. The images circulating on the borders of techniques
(the artist experiments with pigments and adhesives) have something of both
embroideries and illustrations in the spirit of arts&crafts.

Cecilia Fiona's spatial work. Photo by Gian Cescon

Cecilia Fiona's spatial work, detail. Photo by Anna Theiss

Cecilia Fiona's spatial work, detail. Photo by Anna Theiss

Olamide Ogunade

The last of the artists shown in Casa Velazquez is Nigerian Olamide Ogunade - a
master of painting portraiture. On canvases he paints scenes and characters of the
quasi-dwor type, in poses known from historical painting, but in a contemporary
costume. He complements the performances with the motif of soap bubbles
suspended in space. A clear voice about the fact that everything passes, somewhat
in contrast to Francisca Sosa Lopez, who leans over every piece of the past,
finding new context and meaning for him.

Painting by Olamide Ogunade. Photo by Anna Theiss

"Fragility of the Ancestral Time" is distinguished by the multitude of presented
media - it is a spatial story about the great return of fabric, installation, craft to the
circulation of art and about the attentiveness of contemporary artists to how the
process of creating art. In an obvious way, the artists suggest to the audience that
the story stores not only ready-made objects and objects, but also intangible
heritage, i.e. the ways they are made.

The iconography of the passage of time cannot be flattened only to the canvases -
the curators of the exhibition also seem to tell. "The temporary appropriation by
art of one of the most iconic buildings of Santo Domingo was an invitation for us
to look for in art qualities similar to this architecture: the ability to combine many
threads into one whole, timelessness, attentiveness to material and cultural
context" - says Nicole Bainov.

Elsa Maldonaldo Buitron: - "Any space filled with art works for people in interiors
even stronger than the architecture itself. When objects on the walls and walls tell
a similar story in many different ways, the whole building turns into a coherent,
symphonic story affecting all the senses.”
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