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14 CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS TO COLLECT IN 2026 ARE THE FUTURE
OF CREATIVE MATTER

The emerging voices of contemporary art selected from 7 galleries. Those who will be the protagonists of
the Italian artistic system
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Cecilia Granara

2025 is coming to an end and it's time to take stock of what happened,

but look to the future. For art enthusiasts, one of the most stimulating

ways to do this is to closely observe the new generations and identify the

young emerging artists who are flourishing within the Italian cultural

system. Through the voices and skills of seven Italian gallery lists, active

between research and market and operating in the three main

contemporary cities - Milan, Rome and Naples - we reveal the names to

focus on in 2026: artists who are already outlining new trajectories of

meaning and language.

Milan

Always the most representative city for contemporary art in Italy, Milan

confirms itself as the fulcrum of a dynamic and international ecosystem.

Historical realities and younger spaces coexist here, capable of

intercepting the urgencies of the present and giving visibility to

experimental and hybrid practices. For this reason we have chosen three

galleries, united by a strong focus on research and a solid curatorial

approach, which look with interest at young creatives and the

multiplicity of languages: from painting to sculpture, from performative

practices to digital experimentation.

Cassina Gallery project

Cassina Projects is an Italian gallery founded in New York in 2016 with

the intention of promoting an intergenerational program that brings

established, mid-career and emerging artists into dialogue. Moved to

Milan in 2019, in a former airplane factory in via Mecenate, it hosts - in

addition to exhibitions - a residence for artists, supported in the

realization of new projects. One of the two founders, Irene Cassina

recommends two names to keep an eye on:
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Alessandro Fogo, born in 1992, obtained a Master's degree in painting

from the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Antwerp, Belgium, after

graduating from the IUAV Visual Arts in Venice. His work is distinguished

by the depth of the themes treated, inspired and connected to

international literature, by the pictorial and evocative quality and by its

strong presence in the system, thanks to recent and important

institutional acquisitions.

Its price range varies from 5,000 to 25,000 euros for large formats.

Purity in the pictorial approach, in the great fields and in the dreamy

figures characterize the work of Cecilia Granara, born in 1991. Born in

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and from a nomadic experience, she marries

cultural traditions and a personal representative language in her

practice. We choose her for her multicultural sensitivity, given by her

past, for the numerous institutional exhibitions that distinguish her

career and for the universality of the key themes of her research.

Its price range varies from 2,000 to 25,000 euros for large formats.

Luca Castiglioni Gallery

Spazio, born in 2018 in Milan by the will of the young founder Luca

Castiglioni, and recently moved to via Lazzaro Palazzi, has gained a rich

exhibition experience in São Paulo, Brazil, with the Boatos project, which

he curated for four years. The gallery, since its beginnings, bases its

research on the emerging Brazilian and European scene, investigating all

artistic languages. The gallery owner Luca Castiglioni suggests two

Italian authors:
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Bianca Millan, whose practice moves between biographical data and

shared experience, between personal archive and collective

stratification. Each project is a device, a trigger of reactions and

relationships; Bianca works on resonance in objects as well as in people.

His works are not only contemplative devices, but activators of

relationships that trigger, feed and co-produce unpredictable signs. The

installation is not a finished object, but an active practice.

It is a different approach to the idea of collecting, a challenge in which

the collector is called to imagine himself in an active role compared to a

perhaps more passive conception of the collector as a simple buyer. It is

not a repeatable relationship and always the same as himself, but a

process in which the owner becomes a pulsating part of the work and

the operator of the research itself. You don't buy a closed object, but you

become part of a living practice.

Its price range varies from 1,000 to 12,000 euros for larger formats.

Alessandro Carano deconstructs painting to its grammatical core. He

does not seek expression or virtuosity, but analyzes the medium as a

scalable system of rules. Geometry and color emerge by subtraction,

through traces and imprints that reveal the pictorial form already

inscribed in the material. It is a painting that shows its own conditions of

possibility. Collecting Carano means acquiring a methodology as well as

owning works.

Its essential reduction allows us to understand what constitutes the act

of painting: a radically contemporary approach to the most historicized

medium of art. Not a nostalgic reinvention, but a structural analysis that

generates infinite syntax. Through the complexity of simplicity,

Alessandro builds an open, expandable grammar. Each work is part of a

generative language. You don't collect an object, but you invest in a

system ready to produce new shapes.

Its price range varies from 1,200 to 10,000 euros.

Ribot Gallery

Opened in Milan in 2015 by an idea by Monica Bottani, the gallery

immediately satisfied the ambition to census, through contemporary

languages - from painting to sculpture, from installations to photography

- a new generation of international artists. In via Enrico Nöe, a location

on two floors is the privileged place for the construction of dialogues

between works, curators and present. The names to focus on to feed a

collection of contemporary art, suggested by her are:
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Andrei Pokrovskii (Moscow, 1996; lives and works in London), a young

artist in strong expansion on the international scene, who is establishing

himself thanks to a distinctive pictorial language and a growing presence

in important exhibition contexts.

Price range: from 2,000 to 18,000 euros for large sizes.

Virginia Russolo (Oderzo, 1995; lives and works between Italy and

Greece), who, despite her young age, boasts a path already structured

internationally, enriched by important residences - such as the current

one at the Museo Novecento in Florence - and by exhibition projects

abroad, with a constantly growing recognition by galleries, institutions

and collectors.

Price range: from 4,000 to 15,000 euros for large sizes.
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Rome

The capital of Italy hides, among its ancient wonders, a refined selection

of contemporary art galleries that support the young emerging scene,

both native and international. Facilitated by the beauty of its

headquarters and the deep connection with a millennial culture, Rome

offers a rich system of foundations, museums and academies, which has

always supported a varied international artistic panorama. We have

chosen two interesting galleries that indicate the artists to keep an eye

on.

z2o Sara Zanin, Rome

Founded in October 2006 by Sara Zanin, the gallery has become from its

beginnings one of the most characteristic exhibition realities of the

contemporary cultural system of the capital. Today, in Testaccio's space,

he maintains his initial vocation aimed at the search for artists who

investigate both individual and socio-anthropological issues. Always

attentive to the transversality of languages, she suggests today the

research of two promising artists:

Guglielmo Maggini (Rome, 1992) is an artist who uses ceramics and

porcelain to create sculptures and installations that investigate identity,

memory and rituality. Already present with a permanent work at the

International Ceramics Museum in Faenza, he received a special mention

at the Ceramics Biennale in Latvia and will participate in a residency at

the Mark Rothko Art Center. Winner of the Talent Prize in 2025, he will

present his work at the National Gallery of Modern and Contemporary

Art in Rome.

Adelisa Selimbašić (Karlsruhe, 1996) is an Italian-Bosnian artist who lives

and works in New York. His research, through painting and figurative

compositions, addresses extremely current themes such as the

relationship with the body, femininity, the canons of beauty, the

dynamics of social networks and the construction of identity. Just thirty

years old his works are already present in important Italian collections.

In 2026 he will have two solo exhibitions: at the beginning of the year in

New York and, in March, at the Zara Zanin gallery in Rome. In 2024 she

was a finalist for the Cairo, Milan Award. He has also taken part in

numerous artist residencies, including Fountainhead Residency (Miami,

USA, 2023), Fridman Gallery (Beacon, USA, 2023), Centre pour l'Art

Contemporain (Essaouira, MA, 2022) and Viafarini (Milan, 2021).

The price range varies from 1,000 to 23,000 euros for large sizes.

Advertising - Continue reading below

Materia Gallery, Rome

Ten years after its opening in the San Lorenzo area, the gallery founded

by Niccolò Fano and Rossana Esposito is configured as a constantly

evolving platform, open to collaborations with curators, to the visions of

collectors and to an interested and participating public. The main intent

is to be a cultural and popular hub for the contemporary artistic

panorama, also through initiatives such as LuciVia, a project that invites

young creatives to intervene on the external walls of the space with light

installations.

Bekhbaatar Enkhtur and Francisca Valador are two very young artists

and deeply different from each other — the first known above all for

sculpture, the second for painting — but both embody a series of

qualities that, when present simultaneously, outline what for the gallery

represents the ideal identitit of an artist with whom to build a lasting

path. An identikit that directly reflects the identity of the gallery and that

is based on elements considered essential: in addition to the solidity and

relevance of the work, intellectual honesty, meticulous attention to

detail, the ability to develop and defend authentic language, a strong

manual sensitivity and, perhaps more than anything, a transparency that

allows a clear philosophical alignment on the objectives to be shared and

pursued together count.

The price range of Francisca Valador's works varies from 1,500 to 10,000

euros for large sizes, while that of Bekhbaatar Enkhtur ranges from 1,500

to 50,000 euros.
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Naples

A multifaceted and traditionally multicultural city, Naples is bustling with

Courtesy: Cassina Project

Alessandro Fogo - Blue screen of death, 80 x 100 cm, oil on linen, 2024

Courtesy Cassina Project

Cecilia Granara, Guarire II, 2023 Ink, acrylic and oil on canvas 110 x 180 cm

Bianca Millan

Bianca Millan Stage 0, 2025 Lycra and bean bag filler Spatial dimensions Courtesy
the artist

Michela Pedranti

Alessandro CaranoUntitled, 2025Rubber (rubber) and paper50 x 50 cm

Ribot Gallery

Andrei Pokrovskii, Untitled, 2025, acrylic and oil on panel, cm 100x75

Ribot Gallery

Virginia Russolo, Fontana conjunction propolis (Conjunction fountain propolis),
2025, beeswax, wool fat, lacquer tree seed fat, rock rose resin, wild pine essential
oil, amber dust, propolis, pine resin, pigments, silk, silk thread, cm 60x60x50

Sebastian Luciano. Courtesy Z2o Sara Zanin, Rome & The Artist.

Guglielmo Maggini, Marane, 2024, glazed ceramic and polyurethane resin, cm 100
× 70 × 50 h, ph. Sebastian Luciano. Courtesy z2o Sara Zanin, Rome & the artist.

Courtesy Z2o Sara Zanin, Rome & The Artist.

Adelisa Selimbašić, Soft as a cloud, 2025, oil on canvas, 111.7 cm × 96.5, ph. Dario
Lasagni Courtesy z2o Sara Zanin, Rome & the artist.

Courtesy The Artist And Matter, Rome.

Bekhbaatar Enkhtur, Daino, 2025, bas-relief on copper, 220 × 180 × 1 cm. Courtesy
the artist and Materia, Rome.Francisca Valador, Doce, 2024, oil on stainless steel,
15 × 12.5 × 2.5 cm. Courtesy the artist and Materia, Rome.

Courtesy The Artist And Matter, Rome.

Francisca Valador, Doce, 2024, oil on stainless steel, 15 × 12.5 × 2.5 cm. Courtesy
the artist and Materia, Rome.
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A multifaceted and traditionally multicultural city, Naples is bustling with

a lively artistic system, supported by central public institutions such as

the Madre Museum, independent spaces, collection projects and

temporary initiatives that often operate on the margins of official

circuits. There are many exhibition spaces capable of actively

participating in international dialogue; we have chosen two of the best

known.

Tiziana Gallery of Caro

Characterized by the beauty of its exhibition venues, Tiziana Di Caro's

gallery opens in 2008 inside a theater in Salerno, with the aim of

promoting contemporary international artists, attentive to experimental

practices and new media. In 2015 the space moved to Naples, on the first

floor of Palazzo De Sangro di Vietri, in the historic center. In addition to

a constant investigation into young creativity, the gallery is also

dedicated to the rediscovery of authors of the past, such as Tomaso

Binga and Betty Danon.

For this survey, Tiziana Di Caro suggests two young artists:

Antonio Della Guardia (Salerno, 1990) and Luca Gioacchino Di Bernardo
(Naples, 1991), both present in Quadriennale, the first invited by

Alessandra Troncone and the second by Francesco Bonami. Antonio

Della Guardia was also awarded the Young Art Award, dedicated to

artists under 35, for the performance Know not be. His is a rigorous

research, carried out with great consistency and reliability over time.

Luca Gioacchino Di Bernardo has an innate talent for drawing and

painting: he maintains a firm link with tradition and history, but the

complexity of his thought and research places him fully in the present.

Antonio Della Guardia's price range varies from 1,500 to 25,000 euros,

while that of Luca Gioacchino Di Bernardo ranges from 1,500 to 15,000

euros for large sizes.
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Acapella Gallery

Initially born as a non-profit project with the title Apparent Museum, the

reality founded by Corrado Folinia has over the years been able to

intercept the experimental languages of artists with recognized

international value. Since 2015 the gallery has opened its headquarters in

via Cappella Vecchia, continuing a careful research that embraces

multiple visual alphabets. Among his proposals, he suggests two young

beginners:

The work of Valentina Artone (Giulianova, 1999) plays on the contrast

between human imagination and artificial intelligence. Through a

selection of forms that the artist brings back to painting, a software in

development is used to manipulate the imagination in signs that can be

traced back to reality. The result is often an intricate and complex sum

of far-fetched elements, characterized by distortions and non-logical

alterations, sometimes grotesque and ironic, in which everything

revolves around the unpredictability of the representation. Valentina

Artone thus manages to unravel the rigidity of artificial intelligence and

make it, paradoxically, human and real.

Its price range varies from 2,000 to 5,000 euros for large sizes.

The painting by Michele Cesaratto (Spilimbergo, 1998) has the charm of

an anachronistic artist: he recovers and prepares the wooden boards on

which he paints and personally extracts the pigments from the nature

that surrounds him. From the elegance of his representations, often with

a sacred background, emerges a naive, pure and rich in ironic nuances.

This naivety is reflected in details, delicate inventions and renewed

attention to the landscape and natural phenomena.

Its price range varies from 2,000 to 9,000 euros for large jobs.
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Domenico Conte

Antonio Della Guardia, Alphabet of power, 2021, neon light, cm 30 x 470, courtesy
the artist and Tiziana Di Caro Gallery, photo Domenico Conte

Luca Gioacchino By Bernardo And Galleria Tiziana By Caro

Luca Gioacchino Di Bernardo, God is with us, 2025, bow on canvas, cm 200 x 300,
courtesy of the artist and Tiziana Di Caro Gallery

Acapella Gallery

Michele Cesaratto'Under der Linden'2025 Egg tempera on oak wood98.5 x 67

Acapella Gallery

Valentina Artone Manosanta, 2025
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