
ART

Artist Mario Dávalos - how to look at his
paintings?

The Latin American artist, for whom collectors and gallery artists have lost their minds, will show his works in Poland for
the first time. See them with us today.
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Photo: artist's archive.

Every canvas is like a machine for alchemical experiments. What is hardly connected in
the world of art, in the works of Mario Dávalos finds an ideal common, though not
always smooth form. Here the following are mixed together: painting matter and
photographic frames, the work of imagination and reporter's curiosity, a story about
nature and civilization.

 

1. See the light

A dense flower meadow fills the lower part of the large-format canvas. We watch
tangled stems, bent leaves, thickets of pastel purple grass, bleached yellows and oranges.
Subsequent glances at "Jardin privado" (oil on canvas, 2025) bring discoveries of more
details, also those of a different order: a fragment of the human face hidden in
vegetation, and a piece of a bird's beak or wing leaning from behind the leaves.
However, what really attracts attention in this part of the picture is the inner light, a
kind of glow enclosed in dense, thick painting matter. The top part of the painting does
not shine so brightly, although the artist placed a simplified motif of the sun here. "Look
where there should be no light, and you will definitely see it," the artist seems to say. A
similar effect is used in nocturnes, i.e. night genre scenes. From this is only a step to
further painting conclusions: a painting is a kind of experiment machine, an instrument
for transcing visual habits and conventions. "My paintings are yes an attempt to present
nature in its complexity, but above all they show and test how we see the world today
and how we see the images themselves."

La historia del agua / History of water. Photo: artist's archive.

2. See the symbol

Mario Dávalos' works are also a game based on neat juggling of what is abstract,
reduced to a simplified geometric form, and what is presentable. This type of
combination: abstraction and figuration is, by the way, one of the special features of the
artist. Putting the imaginary magnifying glass even closer to Dávalos' paintings, we will
quickly see that symbols, partly firmly rooted in the painting tradition, play a special
role in his art. In many of the works we will find returning motifs of the cage, fence or
simply the closure in which the world of nature was found. A sea wave crashing against
a balustrade, a closed pool behind a thick fence - how does the artist talk about them?
"Every symbol in painting is a kind of simplification and sometimes a deny of what it
represents. At the same time, the image itself is a kind of mediation, negation. This is
an interesting start to reflections on what status what is presented on the canvas has -
truth, creation, fiction?"

Jardin privado / Private garden. Photo: artist's archive.

3. Photography in the picture

Looking at the paintings of Mario Dávalos, we will quickly see that many of them are
based on the language of photography. These are almost not painting compositions, but
photographic frames transferred to the canvas. No wonder, the artist reaches for the
photographic medium very much, primarily documenting nature. Alaska, Amazonia,
Antarctica, Antilles - here he created his monumental photographic cycles. Exactly,
photographic or painting? "Paradoxically, it's one and the same thing for me. Each of
the photographs has a strong element of painting in it, I look for a specific composition
in their simplification. At the same time, without my photographic cycles in the
background, the experience of snapping a shutter, choosing the final shape, painting
probably could not exist".

Images and words / Images and words. Photo: artist's archive.

4. The artist himself in the picture

Many of the artist's works can also be compared to aiming the photographic apartment
directly at each other. But these are not classic self-portraits. These are rather paintings
whose subject is the creative process itself, creativity. On Dávalos' canvases we will find
himself surrounded by a typewriter, a book, in an arctic cap, exploring wildlife (and
emitting his own light). Nothing from the painter's historical approach in his studio,
and at the same time - everything that says about the process of creation, the creative
struggle. "The painting process has a lot in common with archaeology. Holding a brush
is like excavation - it is a physical act that requires effort and at the same time has an
obsessive nature. You work, most of the time you fail, but every now and then you
discover something unexpected that reveals the true nature of the world.”

El jardin descubierto (pairidaeza) / Open garden (pairidaeza). Photo: artist's archive.

5. Nationality in the picture

"I would love to be a Caribbean or Dominican artist, but I'm not," says Mario Dávalos.
Indeed, in recent years, the rhythm of the museum circulation and the art market is
determined by the extraordinary popularity of what belongs to the global south. The
2024 edition of the Venice Biennale, almost entirely devoted to the discovery of areas
where collectors' eyes rarely reached: the art of Brazil, Argentina, Australia, South
Africa, Central American countries, can be considered a turning point here. Another
moment of change - Madrid's Arco art fair, which shifted the emphasis from what was
European to the art of Latin countries. "I don't feel like a 'Latin artist'. In the era of the
success of art, which comes from smaller but vibled with a specific visual tradition, it
would be easy to refer to geographical divisions and collector's fashions. Yes, I am now
preparing a great solo exhibition for the Museo de Arte Moderno in Santo Domingo,
but I am convinced that my paintings carry a more universal story – about the nature of
man and his longing to create, about duality: canvas, man, about the passion of
creation”.

Winter resort / Winter resort. Photo: artist's archive.

Mario Dávalos' works will be seen for the first time in Poland as part of the Art fair
Hotel Warszawa Art Fair on September 6-7, 2025, and even earlier, on September 4, as
part of a special closed event organized by Skanska Commercial Development Europe.
The meeting has an art talk formula and takes place in a space designed with creativity,
cooperation and inspiration in mind, i.e. Business Link on Łucka Street in Warsaw.

Simulation e.g. 1 / Simulation No. 1. Photo: artist's archive.
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